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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Request for continued examination 
filed on 04/04/2005. 

2. Claims 1-15are pending in this case. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 
are independent claims. Claims 1, 2, 5, 7, 8, and 11-15 have been amended. 

3. The rejection of claims 5, 6, 8, 10, and 12 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nehab et al. (hereinafter Nehab, US Patent Number 6,029,182, issued on 
February 22, 2000) has been withdrawn due to amendments. 

4. The rejection of claims 1-4, 7, 9, 11, and 13-15 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nehab et al. (hereinafter Nehab, US Patent Number 6,029,182, 
issued on Febmary 22, 2000) has been withdrawn due to amendments. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made In this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
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directly or indirectly fronn an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 
6. Claims 2, 4, 11, and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Nehab et al. (hereinafter Nehab, US Patent Number 6,029,182, Issued on 
February 22, 2000). 

Regarding independent claim 2, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (colurrin 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). 

Regarding dependent claim 4, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which the infonnatlon indicates the position (i.e. section 
and heading) of the information in the information source (column 1 , lines 5-35 and 
column 2, lines 25-50 of Nehab). 

Regarding independent claim 11, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium In which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
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Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). 

Regarding independent claim 13, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). 

Regarding independent claim 14, the claim incorporates substantially similar 
subject matter as claim 1 1 . Thus, the claim is rejected along the same rationale as 
claim 11. 

Regarding independent claim 15, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
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based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

8. Claims 1, 3, 5-10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nehab et al. (hereinafter Nehab, US Patent Number 6,029,182, 
issued on February 22, 2000) in view of Ferguson (US Patent Number 5,649,186, 
issued on July 15, 1997). 

Regarding independent ciaim 1, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). Nehab 
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discloses that the information that is transmitted includes both the headline and the 
article information (Figure 3A-3D of Nehab). Nehab does not disclose that the 
information can be only the headline information. However, Ferguson discloses a 
method, apparatus, and computer readable medium in which only the headline 
information is presented to the user, until the user selects the headline, which links to 
the article that the headline designates (Figure 5 and column 6, lines 1-36). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have combined the methods of Nehab and Ferguson because it would have allowed 
the amount of data initially transmitted and maintained to be reduced. 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which the information indicates the position (i.e. section 
and heading) of the information in the information source (column 1, lines 5-35 and 
column 2, lines 25-50 of Nehab). 

Regarding independent claim 5, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). Nehab 
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discloses that the information that is transmitted includes both the headline and the 
article information (Figure 3A-3D of Nehab). Nehab does not disclose that the 
Information can be only the headline information. However, Ferguson discloses a 
method, apparatus, and computer readable medium in which only the headline 
information is presented to the user, until the user selects the headline, which links to 
the article that the headline designates (Figure 5 and column 6, lines 1-36). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have combined the methods of Nehab and Ferguson because it would have allowed 
the amount of data initially transmitted and maintained to be reduced. 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which the information indicates the position (i.e. section 
and heading) of the information in the information source (column 1, lines 5-35 and 
column 2, lines 25-50 of Nehab). 

Regarding independent claim 7 and dependent claim 9, the claims 
incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 1 and 3. Thus, the claims are 
rejected along the same rationale as claims 1 and 3. 

Regarding independent claim 8 and dependent claim 10, the claims 
incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 5 and 6. Thus, the claims are 
rejected along the same rationale as claims 5 and 6. 

Regarding independent claim 12, Nehab discloses a method, apparatus, and 
computer readable medium in which preferences of a user that corresponds to required 
information are stored (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). 
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Nehab discloses a method in which a request is received from an the user terminal, 
based on a user profile, which is responded to by providing information and the way it is 
handled in the information source (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). At this point, a user 
profile designates which information is to be used according to layout information 
(column 2, lines 25-65 of Nehab). The information is then distributed to the user 
terminal and the information is displayed (column 9, lines 4-46 of Nehab). Nehab 
discloses that the information that is transmitted includes both the headline and the 
article information (Figure 3A-3D of Nehab). Nehab does not disclose that the 
information can be only the headline information. However, Ferguson discloses a 
method, apparatus, and computer readable medium in which only the headline 
information is presented to the user, until the user selects the headline, which links to 
the article that the headline designates (Figure 5 and column 6, lines 1-36). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have combined the methods of Nehab and Ferguson because it would have allowed 
the amount of data initially transmitted and maintained to be reduced. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed 04/04/2005 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

Regarding the applicant's arguments on pages 8-9, regarding independent 
claims 5, 8, and 12, and the limitation, "...externally receiving information as headlines 
attached to respective information sets that may correspond to the received request and 
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a way the information sets are handled in an information source as layout information..." 
the examiner maintains that the limitation is taught by Nehab. In Nehab, the information 
retrieval system, which runs on a user terminal, makes requests to a server external to 
the system itself (column 7, lines 23-49 and column 9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). The server 
responds by transmitting the information back to the system (column 6, lines 30-57 of 
Nehab). The information includes headlines and also includes the way in which the 
articles were handled in the previous information source, which is used in the parsing 
and ordering step of Nehab (column 6, lines 30-57 of Nehab). 

Regarding the applicant's arguments on pages 9 and 10, regarding independent 
claims 1, 7, and 8, and the limitation involving the user making the request instead of 
the system. The claims as amended now state that the request is made by a user 
terminal, as opposed to a "user'' as it was previously. Nehab discloses that a system 
exists on a user terminal that makes the requests for information (Figure 1 and column 
9 lines 4-46 of Nehab). Thus, the limitation, as currently presented, is taught by Nehab, 
and the arguments regarding the previous state of the claim are moot. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua D Campbell whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4133. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM - 4:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on (571) 272-4136. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

JDC 

May 3, 2005 




